The
Constitution

Ec¢BE OM0O YORUBA

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF YORUBA DECENDANTS
IN NORTH AMERICA
RATIFIED ON MARCH 31, 1995
WasninegToN, DC USA




THE CONSTITUTION

“

THE CONSTITUTION OF
EGBE OMO YORUBA

(National Association of Yoruba Descendantsin North America)

Ratified
March 31% 1995
Washington, District of Columbia USA

Nationa ExecutiveCouncil
1997-1999

Segun Gbadegesin Ph.D, President
Tokunboh MacCarthy, ice President
Banji Ayiloge, General Secretary
Olu Otubusin JD, Legal Secretary
Haziz Ajayi, Treasurer
James Oni, Financial Secretary
Harrison Akingbade, Ph.D, Publicity Secretary

Published by

Egbe Omo Yoruba
NovemBer 1997

7600 GeorgiaAvenue, Suite 405
Washington, DC 20012

Telephone: (202) 291-9471 Fax: (202) 291-9473
Internet; HT TP:/WWW.Y ORUBANATION.ORG/
E-Mail: info@Y ORUBANATION.ORG

J

2 Ecse Omo Y orRUBA



THE CONSTITUTION

/7
CONTENTS

PREAMBLE ..ot 4
ARTICLEI
NAME OF ORGANIZATION ..ot 5
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS.........ooiieircerieerrees e 5
ARTICLEII
MISSIONAND OBJECTIVES .......coiiirrrirreeees et 6
ARTICLEII
MEMBERSHIP ...t 7
ARTICLEIV
ELECTIONANDVOTING ..ot 8
ARTICLEV
OFFICERSAND DUTIES.......coiiiereee ettt 9
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL (NEC) ....oevciirererrereinerreieeesesrereesesre s 9
ARTICLEVI
MEETINGS ..ot 12
TYPESOFMEETINGS. ..ottt 12
ARTICLEVII
STANDING COMMITTEES.........ctiiirieerieerreese e 14
THESTANDING COMMITTEES........ccoiiieneneeeree s 14
ARTICLEVIII
DISCIPLINEOFMEMBERS ........coiiiiieercerreerreesrees s 15
ARTICLEIX
TENUREOFOFFICE ..ottt 17
ARTICLEX
FINANGCE ... 18
ARTICLEXI

kAM ENDMENTS ...ttt s s ene e 19 y)

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF Y ORUBA DESCENDANTS IN NORTH AMERICA 3



THE CONSTITUTION

PREAMBLE

We, the Yoruba, desiring to trust and enjoy the fellowship of one ancther,
desiring to promotetheinterests and welfare of one another, committed to
and guided by deep sense of justice and honesty, individually committed to
excellencein performance, and convinced that we can build astronger eco-
nomic, political, and socia community in Yorubaand, in Nigeria, and around
theworld, do pledgeto promotethe unity, progress, and empowerment of the
Yorubain Nigeria, and Diasporafor the peaceful coexistence based onjus-
tice. We hereby resolveto congtitute into the Egbe Omo Yor uba (National
Association of Yoruba Descendants)
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THE CONSTITUTION

ARTICLEI

NAME OF ORGANIZATION

1. Egbe Omo Yoruba (National Association of Yoruba
Descendants).
2. Themotto of the organization shall be* Fun llosiwaju lleWa”

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS

TheNational Headquartersshall belocated in Washington, DC. It shdll
serve asthe permanent headquarters/secretariat. Thiswould serveasthe
operational Headquartersand nerve center for coordinating al theactivities
and management of the affairsof the Egbe Omo Yoruba.

6 Ecse Omo Y orRUBA



THE CONSTITUTION

NATIONAL AssOCIATION OF Y ORUBA DESCENDANTSIN NORTH AMERICA 7



THE CONSTITUTION

ARTICLEII

MISSION AND OBJECTIVES

1. To cherish, uphold and project the honor and dignity of Yoruba
culture, language and tradition worldwide.

2. To serve asan umbrellaorgani zation to other Pan-Yoruba
organizations.

3. To promote and support democracy at all cost and to foster
individua freedom.

4, To encourage and deliberate on i ssues paramount to the Yoruba

people

5. To preserve the Egbe asanon-partisan organi zation-religious

organization.

6. Tofoster the economic empowerment of Yoruba.

7. To undertake specific projectsbeneficial to Yorubaand aimed at
enhancing our devel opment.

8. Towork with other organizationsinside and outside Nigeriato

promote peace, stability, justice and unity whileworking ac-

tively for the promotion of Yorubainterests.

0. Toengagein activitiesworl dwide, that promoteand ensure

socia justice, equity, opportunitiesand interestsof Yoruba.

10.  Towork diligently to bridgetheinformation gap between the

Yorubaand theworld.

11. Toestablishanewdetter “K’ ARO OJI’ RE” the organ of
Yorubafor information dissemination within Nigeriaand the
YorubaDiasporaworldwide.

12.  Toestablishapresencein Nigeriato facilitate home-based
activities

13.  Toensuretheadvancement of Yorubatraditiona institutions.
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THE CONSTITUTION

ARTICLEIII

MEMBERSHIP

Membership inthenational body of Egbe Omo Yorubashall be obtained
through membershipinaloca city chapter of the Association. A chapter
shall bedefined asapan-Yorubaassociation in aspecificlocality. A Yoruba
indigenethat livesinalocality that hasno viable chapter can obtain mem-
bership inthenationa body through affiliation with the nearest viabl e pan-
Yorubaassociationto hisor her place of residence.
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THE CONSTITUTION

Vi
VIl

ARTICLEIV

ELECTIONAND VOTING

Tobedigiblefor office, al nominationsto anationa officeshall be
made by membersfrom therespectivelocal chapter.

All national executive positionsshall be contested every two years
at theNational Convention.

All membersnominated to officesmust havefulfilled their financial
obligationsto theorgani zation up to thetime of eection.

Before any member can be el ected to the executive committee he/
shemust be an activeregistered member of alocal chapter or
dfiliate

Through aprocessof elimination, officersshall bevoted for until
two candidates emerge. To secure an office, candidates must get
themgjority of thevotescadt.

Election of officialsshall take place by secret ballot.

No member shall run or bevoted for an officein absentia
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ARTICLEYV

OFFICERSAND DUTIES

Thefollowing officesshal beopenfor eection a theNationa Convention.

President

VicePresident

Genera Secretary
Secretary of Treasury
Financia Secretary
Secretary of Legal Affairs
Secretary of Public Affairs

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL (NEC)

TheNationd Executive Council isthelargest policy body of theorganization.
TheNationa Executive Council shal consist of dl loca chapter Presdents,
Secretaries, and thed ected Executive Council. TheNationa Executive Council
shdl coordinated| theactivitiesof theassociation. They shdl dsoevduateadl
new chaptersapplying for membershiptotheNationa Association. Chapters
represented a theNationa Executive Council should havemet dl ther financia
obligationstotheorganization. TheNationd Executive Council shdl designate
anindividud tofill vacandies

THE PRESIDENT

Thechief executivefor theorganization, presdesover dl nationd conventions
and proceedingsand mestingsof theexecutiveboard. Thepresident shall
represent theNationd Associationindl officid metters. Thepresident shall
present the presidential addressat theannua Nationd Conventioninwhichhe/
shewoul d deta I acourseof actl onand provideneeded d| rectionand gui idance
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THE CONSTITUTION

berespons blefor promoting the progressof theorgani zation.

VICE PRESIDENT

Thevice president would beamember of the National Executive
Council. TheVicePresident shall coordinate and superviseal organization
activitiesand shall report to the National Executive Council. TheVice
President shall work with the executive General Secretary, Financial Secre-
tary, Secretary of Treasury, Secretary of Public Affairsand Secretary of
Legd Affairstoensurefull compliancewith all the affairsof the organization.
If the President isunableto perform the duties of the office, the National
Executive Council shall meet to approvethe Vice President to performthe
dutiesof the officeuntil an eectionisheld. Shouldthe Vice President resign
or isremoved, theNationa Executive Council shal meet to appoint an
interim Vice President to compl ete the term of the departed Vice President.

GENERAL SECRETARY

The Genera Secretary isthe Chief Operating Officer of the organization.
The General Secretary shall managetheday to day affairsof the organiza-
tion. The chief operating officer shdl coordinatedl activitiesof the organiza-
tion and shall work with the Nationa Executive Council to ensurethat the
goalsand objectivesof the organization are carried out. The Genera
Secretary shdl provide an annual report to the National Executive Council
at theannual NEC meetings or when demanded or requested by the
National Executive Council. The Genera Secretary shal work closdly with
the Vice President to ensurethat local chaptersarefully informed onal
activitiesand pronouncementsof the National Association. The Genera
Secretary shall produce minutesof al National Executive Council and
National Conventions.

SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY

The Secretary of Treasury isthe Chief Financia Officer (CFO) of the
National Association. The Secretary of Treasury shal coordinateand
manageall financia affairsof the organization, prepareannual budget,
provideyear to date quarterly financia reportson the status of and on-going
financid activitiesof theorganization. The Secretary of the Treasury shall
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provideayear to date quarterly financial statement on thefinancial
activitiesof theorganization. The President, General Secretary and
the Secretary of Treasury shall be principal signatoriesfor the
organi zation. TheNationa Convention shal appoint theauditor
upon recommendation of the Nationa Executive Council (NEC).

FINANCIAL SECRETARY

Shall overseethe collection and recording of al moneyscollected by the
National Association and shall work closaly withthe Secretary of Treasury,
VicePresident and the General Secretary. The Financial Secretary shall
hand-over all moneysto the Secretary of Treasury for deposit withinthree
(3) working days.

SECRETARY OF LEGAL AFFAIRS

The Secretary of Legal Affairsshall betheprincipal Lega Officer of the
organization. The Secretary of Legal Affairsshall beresponsiblefor over-
seeing all contracts, agreements, and legaly binding matters pertainingtothe
National Association. The Secretary of Legal Affairsshal providelega
advicetothe Nationa Executive Council and elected officerson thelegality
of pronouncementsinvolving theNationa Association.

SECRETARY OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS

The Secretary of Public Affairsshall bethe mouth- piece of the organiza-
tion, and would ensurethat al activitiesand pronouncements of the organi-
zation are communi cated to members of the organization. The Secretary of
Public Affairsshould aso establish significant contact with membersof the
international mediaaswell asmediaoutletsin Nigeriato enablethe organi-
zation to disseminate information and pressrel eases. The Secretary of
Public Affairsshould organize news conferencesand public statementson
behalf of the organization. The Secretary of Public AffairsistheEditorin
Chief of theNational Association’snewdetter, “K’ARO, OJI'RE".
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ARTICLEVI

MEETINGS

TYPESOFMEETINGS
Thetypesof meetingsof the National Associationshall be:

l. NATIONAL CONVENTION

. NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
1. STANDING COMMITTEE

V. AD-HOCCOMMITTEE

QUORUM FORMEETINGS
Thequorumfor al meetingsshall, inall cases, beformed by asmple
maj ority of the members.

DATES, FREQUENCY AND DURATION OF MEETINGS

l. TheNationa Convention shal beheld annually at atimeand
duration to be determined by the NEC.

. Meeting of the NEC shall beheld at least four (4) timesayear, or
asfregquently asdeemed necessary by the Executive Board of
Officers.

1. The Standing Committeesand Ad Hoc Committee meetingsshall
be determined by the Chairpersons of each of the Standing Com-
mittees.
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NOTICESOF MEETINGS

Thenotice of NEC meetingsshall be prepared and distributed at
least two weeks before the set date by the General Secretary.
Emergency mestingsshall be called through any meansof communication.
Notice of Nationa Convention meetingsshall be announced 90 daysprior
to the convention.

MINUTESOF MEETINGS

l. Theminutesof meetingsshdl include:
1. Thedates, time, and place of mesting.
2. Members present
3. Theadopted agenda.
4. Thedecisonsmadeintheform of consensus, motionsand
subsequent voting results.

. Theminutesof thelast meeting shall bemadeavailableto each
region prior to the next meeting

. Theminutes shall be corrected and adopted as soon asthe meeting
iscalledto order and the quorumisformed.

V. The adopted minutes shall befiled asapermanent record of the
mesting.
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ARTICLEVII

STANDING COMMITTEES

The appointmentsto the Standing Committees shall be made by theNa-
tiona Executive Council (NEC). Membership on each committee shdl be
based onthe member’squdificationsaswell asprofessional experienceand
expertiseinthe specidty of the committee. Each committeeshall have
representation from all chaptersand shall be headed by the chairperson
appointed by the committee. Committeeswould be charged with the
responsbility of making recommendationsand policy proposalsonissues
pertai ning to the expertise of the committee. Committeesshall also be
required to present reportsat theannual conventions, and submit proposals
on policy prescription to the NEC. Committees shall operatemuchlikea
think tank for devel opment and incubation of new policy options. Each
committeeshall consist of seven (7) members.

THE STANDING COMMITTEES
EDUCATION

HEALTH

ECONOMICDEVELOPMENT

FUND RAISING

POLITICAL AFFAIRSAND LEADERSHIP
INTERNAL AND STRATEGIC PLANNING
FINANCE/BUDGET

AGRICULTUREAND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
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